of th




l. Introduction

sea-nomadic peoples
such as the

aid targeted to these
areas reflects a goodwill
interest in restoring
livelihood to these
communities. For such
projects to be culturally
sensitive and locally
appropriate, however,
requires an
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F. Changing ways of learning and
knowledge

Photo 72: Urak Lawort’ father and son
(Courtesy Ralf Obergfell, www.ralfobergfell.com)

— Joining the global economy



Photo 74: Urak Lawoi’ showing a sea urchin to a
Westerner (Courtesy Brendan Carroll)
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Photo 75: Bathing before
(Courtesy Ralf Obergfell W

ww.ralfobergfell.com)

(Courtesy Thanit Bootpetcharat)

the tap water system Was installed

Meanwhile, the sudden increase in visitors to
the formerly remote archipelago has brought all
of the Urak Lawoi' into close contact with
cultures and lifestyles from the developed
world. Nearly half of the tourists surveyed in
2005 noted changes to the Urak Lawoi”s
traditional way of life as the most significant
cultural impact of tourism.” The Urak Lawoi’
have contact with visitors from wealthy Western
societies at resorts on Lipe, which are located
right next to their villages, on the taxi/tour boat,
and at the restaurants. Some have developed
friendships with, and even married, visiting
Westerners.

The Urak Lawoi’ language is still spoken at
home, and more than half of parents surveyed
want their children to go into fishing or tourism
and stay on Lipe.” Yet, in many ways, the
community is becoming less and less distinct
from mainland Thais. The ease of travel,
availability of cash, and other forces of
globalization have given them - especially the
young - aspirations that are not unlike those of
urban Thais. The Urak Lawoi’ do cling to certain
comfortable traditions that might be considered
primitive by outsiders. But they have proved
very adaptable and willing to change in ways
that help them adjust to and survive in new
circumstances.

66.UNESCO and NOAA 2005: 79.
67.UNESCO and NOAA 2005: 58-59
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